discussion on the duties of Muslims".   (H.A.R.Gibb, Ibid, R68). Several schools of
Law (Madhahib meaning ways) emerged, the more important of them being Hanafi,
named after Abu Hanifa of Iraq (d.767), Maliki, named after Malik ibn Anas of Medina
(d.796), al-Shafii (d. in Egypt 820), and Hanbali named after Ahmed ibn Hanbal of
Baghdad (d.855). According to H.A.R.Gibb, "at the present day, the Hanafi School
predominates in Western Asia (except Arabia), Lower Egypt and Pakistan; the Shafii
in Indonesia; and the Maliki in North and West.Africa and Upper Egypt".   (Ibid. R
70).  Hanabali School, revived in the 18th century under the name of Wahhabi, now
dominated in most of Central and Northern Arabia. All these schools have many
substantial agreements in regard to important matters and differ only in some details.
So, it would be wrong to describe them as separate sects. In about the 10th century,
a great majority of the theologians declared that 'the gate of ijtihad' was closed
once and for all, thereby denying the right to scholars, however eminent they might
be, to re-interpret the basic texts.   The main argument against continuing ijtihad
without limit is perhaps to prevent the Koran from becoming a playground for !
incompetent yet ambitious interpreters and thereby impairing its value as a source
of guidance. However, some later theologians continued to lay claim to the right of :
ijtihad and to interpret in the light of emerging needs and circumstances. It is not '
surprising that on one reckoning, more than 40,000 commentaries on the Koran are .
reported to have been published so far Fatwa collections are also cited by some as
a testimony to the continuance of ijtihad.   These collections, according to Gibb, ;
reflect "the long struggle which went on for centuries (and still continues) between j
the Religious Law and local customary law in many Islamic countries and the steady |
pressure of the religious leaders to assimilate local usages (adat) to the standards '
of Islamic Law" (Ibid. P. 72).   He adds that "In spite of these derogations from its
authority, the Shariah always remained in force as an ideal and a final court of
appeal, and by its unity and comprehensiveness it formed the main unifying force in
Islamic culture".   In recent times, some Islamic countries have tried to introduce
some changes recently within the limits of shariah, so as to solve some pressing
problems.   Thus it would be correct to conclude that the right of ijtihad is being
exercised in modern times.

Some important facts of the early history of Islam should be noted, as they have
a great bearing on its' ethos and the behaviour of its followers.

First when God chose Muhammad as His Messenger and commanded him to
spread the message, Arabs were steeped in superstition, idolatry, fraudulent
practices, sexual excesses and tribalism with its concomitants of honour and revenge,
The Prophet's primary mission was, therefore, to rescue the Arab pagans from all
these evils, bring them to the path of Allah, and restore the Kaaba, the House of God
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